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Dear Students and Parents,

Archbishop Molloy’s Mission as a college preparatory institution, offers the service of the
College Counseling staff as a resource to investigate appropriate college options with students
and families. Through websites, technology has been infused into this Planning Guide and
separate lists of useful websites are located on the last page. After you read the Guide, please add
websites to the favorites on your computer. As a Marist School, our students are at the center of
our concerns and we assist them to acquire learning, competence and values through discovering
the world, others, themselves and God. We welcomecalls, visits and emails regarding support
and assistance in exploring and designing college opportunities, accessing financial aid and or
finding scholarship sources.

Making any major choice usually requires careful consideration. Such is the case when choosing
a college. College selection is very challenging by the very fact that there are close to 4,100
colleges and 2.5 million students start college every fall. Students typically begin to research
colleges during their junior year. By the end of their junior year, they should have a working
knowledge of about twenty colleges that you can investigate during the spring and summer. By
the fall of your senior year, they will have deleted schools from the list and added others. The
student’s goal is to develop a final list of about ten schools, at any one of which they would be
happy and successful if they were to find themselves there as a students.

Hopefully our Planning Guide and websites will make the entire college process a little easier
and less painful. We will give you a few suggestions, some helpful hints, and lots of food for
thought. The new common applicaibn arrives August 1, 2011Visit www.commonapp.org

Prayers and Best Wishes.
Mrs. Christine Loo Homerooms: 4F-4K
College Advisor 718-441-2100 Ext: 158
cloo@molloyhs.org

Mr. Ted McGuinness Homerooms: 4A-4E
College Advisor 718-441-2100 Ext: 119
tmcgquinness@molloyhs.org

Recognized as an Exemplary High School by the Federal Department of Education
Recognized as an Outstanding American High School by U.S. News & World Report


http://www.commonapp.org/
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WHERE TO BEGIN

A good place to start would be to learn as much as possible about the colleges that interest you.

A. Books and Magazines
There are numerous college guides, magazines and websites that can be extremely
helpful and informative in your college, essay writing and financial aid. Please visit local
libraries, book stores or the Guidance offices to view these publications.

Publications:

Barron’s Profile of American Colleges Peterson’s Honors Programs

Peterson’s Guide to Four Year Colleges Kaplan Scholarships 2010

The Princeton Review: The Best 311 Colleges How to Find a Scholarship Online

The College Board: The College Application Essay The College Board: Book of Majors

How To Write A College Application Essay Making It Into A Top College

B. Obtain Information From Colleges
If you become interested in a particular college, contact them by phone, by mail or on
line and request information. Phone numbers, addresses and websites can be found in
any college guidebook. Colleges will be more than happy to provide you with
applications, brochures, catalogs, as well as information on financial aid and
scholarships. www.collegeboard.com is an excellent site. You can apply online to 461
colleges on www.commonapp.org Many SUNY (State Universities) are included.

C. Computers as a Research ®ol

The Internet’s World-Wide Web has a number of websites loaded with information. You
can read college newspapers, request brochures and applications, talk to college officials
and, in many cases, even fill out applications. Students may also use the registration
form on the College Board Online to sign up for the SAT Reasoning Test and the SAT
Subject Tests. Financial Aid applications may also be filed online.

Useful websites:
www.collegeboard.com
WWW.princetonreview.com
www.educationplanner.com
WWW.ecampustours.com
WWW.USNEWS.COM
www.kaptest.com
WWW.COmMmonapp.org



http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.princetonreview.com/
http://www.educationplanner.com/
http://www.ecampustours.com/
http://www.usnews.com/
http://www.kaptest.com/
http://www.commonapp.org/

College Informational Sessions and Fairs

Archbishop Molloy has College Nights every school year. In the early fall for Seniors
and Juniors, we host our own college fair with representatives from 80 colleges from
various parts of the country in attendance For Senior Parents, we also encourage you to
attend our Junior/Senior College Fair Night on October 6th at 7 PM our Financial Aid
Night on December 1% at 7 PM. Every spring we sponsor a college informational evening
for Juniors and their parents which focus on college admissions, financial aid, and
scholarships.

Campus Visits

If you are strongly considering a particular college we suggest you go for a visit. You
will learn much more about a college from a visit than you would from a brochure or
catalog. Colleges take a great deal of pride in offering a warm welcome to prospective
students and their families. We suggest campus visits be made on a weekday during the
regular academic year. If you are planning an overnight visit, the best place for the
student to stay would be in one of the dorms. Many colleges have overnight-stay
programs, and even include meal coupons for prospective students. Contact the college
to arrange a visit.

What to Ask the College Representatives

What are your admission requirements/deadlines? — r

Does your school offer merit based scholarships?

What are your strongest majors?

When do students declare a major? L

Does your school accept Advanced Placement/Extension credit?

What percentage of your students receive financial aid?

What percentage of your students graduate in four years?

In general, how many freshman return for their sophomore year?

How are faculty advisors assigned?

Are personal computers required of all students?

What percentage of your classes are taught by teaching assistants?

Does your school have a co-op program?

What is the total cost for the upcoming school year? (Tuition, room & board, fees,

books, personal expenses, etc.)

Does your college tolerate drinking on campus?

Where can | obtain a list of your extra curricular activities?

What percentage of your students live on campus/commute?

Do you guarantee housing for all four years?

What security measures exist on campus? I’d like to see statistics about crime on

your campus for the past several years. (Since 1990 all colleges have been required

to keep records on crime and provide yearly statistics to anyone who requests a copy.)

9 Does your school have a job placement office? What firms/companies recruit on
campus?

1 What happens when a student is ill? Is there a nurse or doctor on campus?
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Archbi shop Mol l oy’s Guidance Office

If you have questions regarding college or scholarships, please check in the College
Advisors. College scholarship information will be placed on Naviance.

Classroom Sessions with College Advissr

The College Advisors have three sessions with all the Juniors starting in January.

All the Seniors meet with the College Advisors for three sessions during the first marking
period of Senior year. The discussions revolve around the entire college admission
process, financial aid, scholarships, careers, etc.

Personal Sessions with @llege Advisors

All students are encouraged to meet with the College Advisors in the spring of their
Junior year and the fall of their Senior year to discuss their own personal “game plan”.

WHAT TO CONSIDER WHEN LOOKING AT COLLEGES

A

Distance

Do you want to live at home or on campus? If you want to live on campus, how far from
home? Some students choose to stay relatively close to home while others want to go as
far away as possible! According to the UCLA Higher Education Research Institute, 60
percent of college freshmen attend college within 100 miles of home and 80% attend
college in their home state.

Campus Setting

Would you rather attend college in an urban, suburban, or rural setting? Students in cities
sometimes sacrifice trees, grass, and beautiful natural surroundings for an active nightlife.
Ultimately you will have to visit the campuses to get an accurate picture.

Urban Campuses

Urban campuses are generally located in densely populated areas. Most urban campuses
have easy access to the cultural life of the city - concerts, museums, theaters, etc. (NYU,
Columbia, Boston University)

Suburban Campuses

Suburban campuses, by definition, are located near cities. They are usually less-
populated areas than urban campuses. (lllinois — Northwestern, Massachusetts — Tufts,
Virginia — University of Richmond)



Rural Campuses

Rural campuses are generally a good distance from metropolitan areas. Students rely
more on the cultural and social benefits offered on campus. The sense of community
may be greater because the college is more self-contained. (Maine — Colby, lowa —
Grinnel, New York — Geneseo).

C. Climate

Weather can make a big difference in your overall state of mind, and is something you
should take into consideration.

D. Cost

How much a family can afford coupled with financial aid/scholarships, will definitely be
a determining factor in your college search. College tuition can range from about $5,000
a year to over $45,000 a year. Since it is very difficult to determine exactly how much
aid a family will receive, we encourage you to have at least one “economic safety school”
on your list.

Public Colleges and Universities

These are supported by taxes that keep the tuition costs lower. In New York, we have
both the State University of New York (SUNY) and the City University of New York
(CUNY). www.cuny.edu and www.suny.edu are sites that can be explored.

Private Colleges and Uniersities

These can be divided into sectarian and nonsectarian colleges. Most sectarian schools are
often owned and operated by religious groups. Tuition costs at private colleges are
higher than at public colleges.

Price Ranges for Colleges and Univaities (Certainmajors may have varied fees.
Room and Board dependson the selection of meal plans and either private or shared
rooms.Ro o m a n dsfd&ocamnrangérom $ 10,400 to $16,000 a year.

College Tuition_and fees

(CUNY) Queens/Baruch $ 5,000 -
(SUNY) Binghamton/Cortland $ 6,230

(Private-Vincentian) Saint John’s U. $ 34,000

(Private — Jesuit) Fairfield $ 39,100

(Private - Nonsectarian) Harvard $ 40,500

Remember that theg costs do not include booksind personalexpenses, etc.



http://www.cuny.edu/
http://www.suny.edu/

School Enrollment

Colleges range in size from 200 students to 50,000 students. The size of a college can
play a roll in such areas as student services and activities, number of college course
offerings, student/faculty ratio, resources, and class size. Small colleges may enroll up to
3,000 or 4,000 students, while medium colleges may have 8,000 or 9,000 students.
Generally speaking, we consider a college to be large when enrollment is over 10,000
students. The college with the largest enrollment is the University of Minnesota with
52,000 students.

College Number of Undergraduate Students
Molloy College 1,400
lona College 3,000
Villanova University 6,300
Boston College 9,000
New York University 20,000
Penn State (University Park) 29,000
Ohio State 36,000

Please keep in mind that schools may also have a large graduate program enrollment.
Ohio State, for example, has a graduate enrollment of 11,000 students in addition to the
36,000 undergraduates.

Academics

When considering academic issues, explore various aspects of the colleges’ learning
environment. Look for the college that best suits your academic needs and interests. Find
out about their academic reputation, quality of the faculty, science/computer labs, library,
academic advisors, etc.. Will you feel comfortable in their intellectual community? Will
the college be a good challenge, or will it be too difficult or too easy? You do not want a
college that will bore you, nor do you want a college that will overwhelm you.

Fields of Study

If you are leaning toward a particular major, look at colleges that have strong
departments in that area. Very often choosing a major is not a decision you will have to
make immediately. If you are unsure about what you want to study, research colleges
that have a wide range of programs. Studies show that most college students change their
major at least once during their college years. For a career search look at
http://www.nycareerzone.org/graphic/index.jsp



http://www.nycareerzone.org/graphic/index.jsp

WHAT COLLEGES SEEK IN APPLICANTS

An article appeared in a newsletter published by The National Association of Secondary
School Principals. They commissioned a survey asking college representatives what factors they
felt were most important in the admission decision process.

A High school grade point average
B. High school courses completed
C. Standardized test scores

D. Difficulty of curriculum

The Newsletter of the National Association for College Admission Counseling noted that there
were only moderate changes in admission trends over the past four years. A survey was
distributed to 1,500 NACAC - member admission professionals. The results listing the rank of
factors influencing admission decisions are cited below.

Grades in college prep courses
Admission Test Scores

Grades in all subjects
Counselor/Teacher recommendation
Essay/writing sample

Interview

Work/extracurricular experiences
Personal recognition programs
Ability to pay

—IOTMmMUOmR

David Hawkins is the author of a survey entitled What Colleges Count which was distributed to
all members of the National Association of College counselors. The results are cited below.

FACTORS IN COLLEGE OF “CONSI DERABLE
ADMI SSI ON DECI SI ON

Grades in college prep courses 78%
Standardized admission tests 61%
Grades in all courses 54%
Essay or writing sample 23%
Teacher recommendation 18%
Counselor recommendation 17%
Interview 9%
Work/extracurricular activities 7%
Student’s demonstrated interest %

Colleges may use many criteria in determining which students are admitted, “wait-listed”, or
rejected. Colleges also set their own rank order of priorities in terms of which criteria they
consider most and least important. Students can easily get frustrated trying to figure out the
admission “system” of colleges they are interested in attending. Some authors have labeled the
admission process a game - a process that is too subjective and at times unfair.



Let’s take a look at some of the criteria colleges look at in selecting their student body.

Courses Taken in High School

The courses a student takes in high school are extremely important. Molloy students all take a
challenging Regents curriculum. Many of our students also take college level courses with either
the College Board’s Advanced Placement Program, or the St. John’s University Extension
Program. We also make colleges aware that 99% of our students attend four-year colleges and
universities, and 1% go on to community colleges.

Achievement in Courses

All colleges ask for your three-year grade point average (GPA). Molloy submits to each college
the weighted GPA, which takes into account the level of academic classes taken (Honors, AP).
Many colleges also request your grades in the first two marking periods of Senior year. This is
known as the Mid-Year Report or the Seven Semester Report. This report would also state your
3-1/2 year weighted average. Check websites for information on requirements

Standardized Tests

Most college admission officers tell us that the students’ grades and quality of courses taken in
high school are more important than standardized tests. However, they do view these tests as an
important part of the entire picture.

We encourage students to take the SAT in junior year and again in senior year. The SAT scores
the Math, Critical Reading and new Writing section on a 200 to 800 scale. Your combined score
can be a minimum of 600 and a maximum of 2400. www.collegeboard.com

The ACT is the college admissions test of the American College Testing Program. Years ago the
ACT was required mostly by colleges in the southern and western regions of the country. Now
the ACT is accepted by most major colleges all over the nation and is the big competition of the
SAT . About 2 million students take the SAT every year and about 1.5 million take the ACT.
The ACT covers English, Reading, Mathematics, Science and a new optional essay section. We
recommend students take a look at the ACT www.act.org if they are not satisfied with their SAT
scores. Some colleges require the writing section of the ACT.

The SAT Subject Tests are one hour tests in 20 different specific subject areas including Math,
History, Foreign Languages and several of the sciences. The scores are reported on a 200 to 800
scale. Many of the most selective colleges may require either two or three SAT Subject Test
exams. Check each college website for the testing requirements.

-



http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.act.org/
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It is extremely important that you ask about the testing requirements of each college that you are
interested in. We have the applications and bulletins for all the Standardized Tests in the
Guidance Office along with the testing schedules. You may also want to consider reviewing for
the SAT/ACT by either purchasing a SAT/ACT prep book, or signing up for a preparatory
course. Archbishop Molloy does offer a prep course for the SAT in the fall and the spring.

Letters of Recommendation

Counselor/teacher recommendations are either required or suggested by many colleges. Some
selective schools require two teacher recommendations. College representatives feel teacher
recommendations can play a part in the admission process because teachers have observed the
student for a long period of time in many different areas and situations. You should ask your
teacher for recommendations AT LEAST ONE MONTH BEFORE THE DEADLINE OF
YOUR ADMISSION APPLICATION! This will make it easier for them to write a very
descriptive recommendation for you. www.stanner.org/recommendation.pdf

Essays

Many colleges will ask you to write one or more essays as part of your application. Colleges see
your essay as a window into your personality, and evidence of how well you write. The essay
allows you to reveal something about yourself that a transcript cannot. Margit Dahl, the former
Director of Admissions at Yale, stated that when you work on your essay you must “write from
your soul, write from your heart and reflect upon your experiences”.

Essay Tips

I Make your essay interesting and creative. There is nothing an admissions officer dislikes
more than plodding through a boring essay!

2. Most colleges ask your essay to be 500 words or less. Don’t be long-winded. When you
have finished saying what you would like to say, STOP! Long and tedious essays will
not score you any points.

3. Make sure you double and triple check your spelling, grammar, and punctuation. Essays
should by typed!
4. It is perfectly acceptable to ask a teacher, parent, or anyone else to read your essay and

give you their suggestions.

5. Start working on your essay early so that you don’t rush and submit an essay that could
hurt your chances of admission. If you are pressed for time, many colleges will allow
you to send your essay after you submit your application. Check with the college and ask
if this would be acceptable.

6. Read it aloud to yourself. How does it sound? Is it clear? Does it flow?
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EXAMPLES OF ESSAYS

These are actual essay questions that have appeared recently on college applications:

1. If you were to describe yourself by a quotation, which quotation would you select and
why?

2. Share with us the most difficult thing you have ever done.

3. If you have an opportunity to interview any prominent personality, real or fictional, living

or deceased, who would you select and why?
4. Write page 217 of your just completed 300 page autobiography.

Interviews

Very few colleges require interviews. However, if you are applying to a college that does
require an interview, make sure you schedule one. A personal interview usually will not make or
break your chances of admission. Colleges realize the interview is only based on one meeting
lasting about 30 minutes. Most interviews are conducted in a very informal and relaxed
atmosphere. Keep in mind that many interviewers will write some comments about their
meeting with you which will end up in your file.

Interview Tips

Dress neatly and appropriately.

Leave yourself plenty of time - arrive early.

Thoroughly review the reasons why you are interested in this particular college.
Carefully review all material from and about the college.

Prepare several questions to ask the interviewer about the college.

Maintain eye contact and try not to fidget!

Try not to speak too quickly.

Be yourself!

Send the person who interviewed you a thank-you note.

CoNR~LNE

Extracurricular Activities

Activities can play a part in the admission decision. Colleges prefer quality over quantity. A
student may be better off deeply involved in a few activities that he remained committed to year
after year. A laundry list of activities will not impress the admissions committee. More selective
colleges would also like to see students rise to leadership positions in these activities.
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FINANCIAL AID

All colleges and universities expect you and your family to contribute as much as you are able to
the cost of your education. As costs at both private and public colleges continue to rise, paying
for college becomes a primary concern. The process of obtaining financial aid can be fairly
complex. We will not attempt to offer specific details of each program, but rather give you a
general overview of the entire process of financial aid. The websites listed in this Guide will
help you with the process.

Financial Aid may be defined as the assistance a student receives to help pay for his/her college
education. In short,

Total cost of the college education
(minus) - Family and student contributions
(equals) = Demonstrated financial need/eligility

Types of Financial Aid

1. Grants

Grants are gifts and do not have to be repaid. Grants may come from the federal
government, state government, or from the college’s own resources. The single largest
grant program is the Federal Pell Grant. Students must fill out www.fafsa.ed.gov
Although millions of students receive Pell Grants, many students from middle income
families don’t qualify because their family’s income is too high. The New York State
Grant Program is the Tuition Assistance Program (TAP).

2. Educational Loans

There are many possible sources of educational loans. Loans may be from the federal
government, from the colleges directly, or from various other sources.

3. Work Programs

The Federal Work-Study Program (FWS) is a need-based program. Students are awarded
an amount of money they earn through employment. Many students who don’t qualify
for FWS find their own jobs on or off campus. Eligibility for FWS is determined through
the Federal Need-Analysis Formula (FAFSA).


http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
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Here is a brief overview of the Federal Loan Program and the Federal Government may
amend the program at any time.
FederalLoans

1. The Federal Perkins Loan is based on student need. Participating colleges make these
loans to the students. This is a very attractive loan as the interest rate is usually about
5%, and does not accrue while the student is in college. Repayment does not begin until
six months after graduation. The maximum award is $5,500for undergraduate students.

2. The Subsidized Federal Stafford Loan is a need-based loan made by a bank, savings and
loan, credit union, or some other lender. Interest does not accrue while the borrower is in
school, and repayment doesn’t begin until six months after graduation. First year
students may borrow up to $3,500; sophomores up o $4000; and juniors and seniors up to
$5,500. Students can borrow an extra $2000. At this time the rate is 3.4%

3. The Unsubsidized Federal Stafford Loan has basically the same terms as the subsidized
Stafford Loan except that eligibility is not based on need. Interest does accrue while the
student is in school, although you have the choice to defer any payments until after you
graduate. At this time the rate is 6.8%.

4. The Federal PLUS Loan is an unsubsidized, non-need-based loan program for parents of
undergraduate students. The interest rate is set once a year in June. Repayment begins
60 days after the money is loaned. Parents may borrow up to the entire cost of education
at the college, minus any financial aid the student receives.

Financial Aid Application Procedure

Financial need is determined after filling out one or more financial aid forms. All of the federal
government programs require the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Paper
FAFSA’s will no longer be distributed to high schools. Students will be able to obtain a FAFSA
by calling the Federal Student Aid Information Center toll free at 1-800-433-3243. Students can
also apply online at www.fafsa.ed.gov after January 1, 2012. Students and parents are
encouraged to apply now for a personal identification number (PIN) www.pin.ed.gov to use as
an electronic signature if you complete the FAFSA online. If you do it electronically it will link
to the TAP. TAP equals assistance for students who are New York s residents and who will
attend a college or university in New York.

Some colleges may require the College Scholarship Services’ financial aid PROFILE form
found at www.collegeboard.com. Some colleges also have their own financial aid form which
you must submit. It is imperative that you check with the college to see which form(s) are
needed and when they should be filed. Also some colleges require copies of current tax forms

and W-2 forms.
& 2
g



http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.pin.ed.gov/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
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Financial Aid Timetable

In early fall, if any of the colleges that you are applying to require the PROFILE you must
complete the College Scholarship Service Form online. Read the directions carefully, complete
the form, and send it in as instructed. CSS Profile can be found online at
www.collegeboard.com. This is web based and 600 colleges and universities and scholarship
programs utilized this. Profile does not accept Discover cards. If you need help with the Profile,
please call Customer Service at 1-305-829-9793. Many profile colleges and universities use a
need analysis formula developed by the College Board know as Institutional methodology (IM)
which helps schools target these funds in an equitable way. As of 2011, some of the schools that
require the Profile are: Adelphi, Barnard, Bucknell, Columbia University, Fordham,
Cornell, Harvard, Boston College, Boston University and MIT.

It is extremely important that you don’t complete the FAFSA until after JANUARY 1st of your
Senior year. However, be sure to send the FAFSA before the deadline set by the college.
Several weeks after mailing the FAFSA, you will receive an acknowledgment.

This acknowledgment is called the Student Aid Report (SAR). Review the materials and
follow the directions cardully if any of the information is incorrect.

A separate TAP form must be filed after January 1st if you are applying for New York State Aid.
If you will out the FAFSA electronically, it will link to the TAP. Call 888-697-4372 for TAP.
Usually in March or early April you will receive award letters or financial packages from each
college. If you have any questions concerning these award letters contact the Office of Financial
Aid of the College for clarification. Some families also try to improve their award letters by
attempting to negotiate with the financial administrators of the college.

At some point you may be asked to verify your financial statements. Verification is a process of
review to determine the accuracy of the information on the student’s financial aid application.

The National Association of College Admission Counselors has written and approved a
“Statement of Students’ Rights and Responsibilities” in the college admission process. This
document basically states that students have the right to wait until May 1stto respond to an offer
of admission and/or financial aid. If a college pressures you to respond before this date, call the
college representative and inform him that you are not ready to make a decision at the present
time.



http://www.collegeboard.com/
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SCHOLARSHIP Websites:

www.scholarshipalert.comExcellent! This site sends an email each week.
FAST WEB www.fastweb.com

CollegeBoard: Pay for college www.collegeboard.com

Air Force College Scholarship & Careers www.afrotc.com

New York State Higher Education Services Corporation www.hesc.org

U.S. Dept of Education Office of Federal Student Aid www.studentaid.ed.gov
Database of College Scholarships and Academic Resources www.collegenet.com
Merit-Based Aid www.meritaid.com

Scholarship and Financial Aid www.leagacyassociates.org

United Negro College Fund www.uncf.org

Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities www.hacu.net

Asian American scholarship www.collegescholarships.org/scholarships/asian.htm

It is estimated that 90% of the colleges offer some financial rewards that are based on academic
merit without considering financial need. Ask each college for their policy on awarding
academic scholarships. Check the Scholarship website for each college and the requirements
will be listed.

Certain colleges also offer athletic scholarships, minority scholarships, music and art
scholarships, leadership scholarships, and so on.

Other scholarships are available from corporations, community service organizations, civil and
military organizations, etc..

Each scholarship notice we receive is posted either in the Guidance Offices or on the electronic
bulletin boards. Please return scholarship formstoMr s. Loo’' s of fi ce.

THE COMMON APPLICATION —WWW.COMMONAPP.ORG

Check www.commonapp.org for new interactive tutorials and use their informational
PowerPoint presentations!!

WHY USE IT?

The Common Application simplifies the college admissions process by saving time and
eliminating duplication of effort. Once completed online or in print, copies of the Application for
Undergraduate Admission and associated secondary forms can be sent to any of the participating
colleges and universities. This allows students to spend less time on busywork applying for
admission, and more time on what’s really important: college research, campus visits, essay
writing, and senior year coursework. As of 2011, 461 collegesand universities are members.
Last year, roughly 400,000 students submitted applications via the Common App Online. Many
members use the Common Application as their only undergraduate admission application. If a
college or university is not listed on their website, they are not remembers of the consortium.



http://www.scholarshipalert.com/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.afrotc.com/
http://www.hesc.org/
http://www.studentaid.ed.gov/
http://www.collegenet.com/
http://www.meritaid.com/
http://www.leagacyassociates.org/
http://www.uncf.org/
http://www.hacu.net/
http://www.collegescholarships.org/scholarships/asian.htm
http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.commonapp.org/
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COLLEGE APPLICATION PROCEDURE

There is no magic number of colleges a student should apply to. Many of our students apply to
between three and ten colleges. Students must have at least one “safety” school on their list of
colleges. A “safety” school is a college that the student definitely knows he will be accepted into
and that is affordable. The cost of each college application can run anywhere from $20 to $80.

Guidelines for Completing Applications

1.

Students may either apply to colleges online or with the paper application. If a student
applies online it is imperative that he or she informs us so we may forward the
appropriate materials to the college (transcript, recommendation, etc.).

Make a copy of your blank application and fill out the copy first. Once you are 100%
satisfied that all the information is correct, transfer the information to the original copy.

Read the instructions carefully. Be neat and avoid spelling errors. If you can type, please
do so.

NEVER MISS A COLLEGE DEADLINE. Start early and stay ahead of the game.
Applications should be submitted to the Guidance Office at least 15 days prior to the
deadline set by the college, and 10 days before the postmark date requested by the
college.

Some colleges have applications that are submitted either early action or early decision.
These applications usually have to be submitted to the college around November 1st. If
you are accepted under early action, you are not obligated to attend. Acceptance under
early decision is a binding agreement with the college and should only be used if you are
certain of the college you want to attend. If you can not afford the early decision
financial aid package, you may reject the offer.

Submitting Applic ations to the Guidance Office

1.

The student completes all of the information on the application that pertains to himself
and his family.

The student brings the completed application for colleges that are not on Navianceto the
College Advisors (at least 15 days before the due date) along with:

A. Envelope addressed to the college with the proper postage. Do not put a return
address on any envelope!

B. Application check or money order made payable to the college (no cash).
Students can also use a credit card to pay for an online application.

C. Essay(s) if required. Your name and social security number should be on each
page of the essay.
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3. We will complete the Secondary School Report and attach a copy of the transcript and
any teacher recommendations the student has in his file. This is for applications not on
Naviance.

4. Students are responsible for sending SAT or ACT scores to each college or university.

5. If your college application contains a section entitled, “Family Educational Rights and

Privacy Act of 1974", you must complete and sign this section. We suggest you waive
your rights to access, which is your right to see the recommendations of your counselor
or teacher once you enroll in the college. The college will often put more faith in a
confidential evaluation.

COMMONLY USED TERMS

Associate Degree
A degree granted by a college after the satisfactory completion of a two-year program of study.

Bachelor’s or Baccalaureate Degree
A degree received after the satisfactory completion of a four or five-year program of study at a
college.

Common Applications
About 461 colleges accept this form. It is filled out just once and then photocopied for each
school the student chooses from the list of participating schools. www.commonapp.org

Community/Junior Colleges

The majority of these two-year institutions are public. These colleges award associate degrees at
the completion of two years of study. Depending on the program chosen, some students may
then enter a four-year college at the third year level.

Cooperative Education

A college program in which a student alternates between full-time study and full-time
employment.

Five years are usually required to complete a bachelor’s degree.

Deferred Admission
The policy of permitting students to postpone enrollment for up to one year after being admitted
to the college.

Double Major
A program of study in which a student completes the requirements of two majors concurrently.

General Educational Development (GED)
A series of tests taken by a person who did not complete high school to qualify for a high school
equivalency certificate.



http://www.commonapp.org/
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HEOP (Higher Educational Opportunity Program)
A New York State admissions program for applicants not normally admissible due to economic
and academic disadvantages.

Internships
Short-term supervised work experience. A student may earn academic credit from a university

and usually the work is related to the student’s major.

Open Admissions
College policy of admitting high school graduates generally without regard to traditional
academic qualifications.

Rolling Admissions

An admission policy by which the college considers each student’s application as soon as all the
admission requirements have been received. The college usually notifies applicants of its
decision without delay.

ROTC (Reserve Officers’ Training Corps)
Programs conducted by certain colleges in cooperation with the U. S. Air Force, Army and
Navy.

TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language)
The most commonly used test of English proficiency for students when their native language is
not English.

Waiting List
Certain colleges place a number of students on a waiting list. These students will be reevaluated
if the admissions office determines they need to admit more students to fill the class.

NCAA Clearinghouse Form - if a student is planning to participate in Division | or 1l
intercollegiate athletics, his academic status is determined by the NCAA Clearinghouse. All
forms are sent electronically. www.ncaaclearinghouse.org

WOMEN’S COLLEGES - There are 60 women’s colleges in the U. S. and many are considered
among the best schools in the nation. Such colleges include Agnes Scott, Barnard, Bryn Mawr,
Mount Holyoke, Smith College & Wellesley. 55% of all college students are female.

CONCLUSION

As we have already mentioned, there are about 4,100 colleges in the United States. It would
have been easier for students and their parents if colleges had similar application forms and
deadlines, required similar essays, had the same financial aid forms, and so on. But such is not
the case. Colleges are like people. They are all different and sometimes difficult to figure out.
So please contact your college advisors for assistance.

Again, Good Luck!


http://www.ncaaclearinghouse.org/

Website Resources

The College Counseling Departmentecommends the following resources:

Teacher Recommendations
www.stannerorg/recommendation.pdf

College Search Options:

www.collegeboard.com
WWW.USNEwsS.com
WWW.prin cetonreview.com
www.collegedata.com
Www.ecampustours.com
WWW.commonapp.org

Scholarship Searches
www.fastweb.com
www.scholarships.com
www.educationplanner.com
www.hesc.org
www.collegenet.com

Financial Aid

www.finaid.com

www.fafsa.ed.gov

www.pin.ed.gov
http://profileonline.collegeboard.com/index.jsp
www.salliemae.com

Student Athletes
WWW.Ncaa.org
www.ncaaclearinchouse.net

Practice SAT/ACT
www.number2.com
www.4tests.com/exams/exams.asp
www.collegeboard.com/sakillsinsight

Register for Standardized Testing

www.collegeboard.com
www.act.org

CollegeBoard

INspiring minds


http://www.stannerorg/recommendation.pdf
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.usnews.com/
http://www.princetonreview.com/
http://www.collegedata.com/
http://www.ecampustours.com/
http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.scholarships.com/
http://www.educationplanner.com/
http://www.hesc.org/
http://www.collegenet.com/
http://www.finaid.com/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.pin.ed.gov/
http://profileonline.collegeboard.com/index.jsp
http://www.salliemae.com/
http://www.ncaa.org/
http://www.ncaaclearinghouse.net/
http://www.number2.com/
http://www.4tests.com/exams/exams.asp
http://www.collegeboard.com/satskillsinsight
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.act.org/

